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Outline

• Internet Scout Project

• Disseminating information about quality
resources

• Identifying quality resources

• Finding quality Internet resources

• Advancing the state of resource discovery



Internet Scout Project

• National Science Foundation - funding

• University of Wisconsin-Madison, Computer
Sciences Department - location

• Resource discovery on the Internet

• U.S. research & higher education community

• Access to quality, not quantity



Current Awareness Services

• Scout Report
– Scout Report for Science & Engineering

– Scout Report for Social Sciences

– Scout Report for Business & Economics

• Scout Report Signpost

• Net-happenings, Net Newsletters, New-List

• KIDS Report

• Scout Toolkit



Scout Report
 http://scout.cs.wisc.edu/scout/report/

• General current awareness, reader’s advisory

• 15-20 resources per week

• New and newly-discovered resources

• Highly selective, annotated resources

• Balance

• Email & World Wide Web access





How the Scout Report is Different

• Real “Scouts” monitor the Internet for
resources

• Longevity (since 1994)

• Use selection criteria to filter resources

• Describe and organize resources

• Distribute information via several access
methods





Quality Determination:
Print vs. Internet

• Not so different from print

• Internet just another container for information

• Standard collection development principles
still apply

• Authority, Authority, Authority

• Accessibility & Design



Determining Quality:
¿Que Pasa?

• C urrency

• A uthority

• P urpose

• A ccuracy

• S cope

• A vailability



Anatomy of a Scout Report

• Subject Content

• New / Newly Discovered

• Titles: online books, journals, chapters, articles, etc.

• Original Content: audio, video, interactive databases...

• Selective Metasites: annotated guides to subject
gateways



Resource Discovery as done by
the Internet Scouts

• ACTIVE methods
– Site-ation Pearl Growing

• PASSIVE methods
– Trawling

– User Submissions



Site-ation Pearl Growing

• Variation on “citation pearl growing”

• Start with a site recognized for its authority
and quality

• Look for references to new resources

• Evaluate new resources as either a potential
sites to review, or as a new source for further
scouting







Trawling for Resources

• Mailing lists

• Newsgroups

• Print resources

• URL-Minder (http://minder.netmind.com/)





Dissemination and Access
Methods

• Email - the original PUSH technology

• WWW - browse archive by date of publication
for back issues

• WWW-accessible database - locate individual
resources from archive via the Scout Report
Signpost



Subject-Specific Scout Reports
Science & Engineering / Social Sciences

 Business & Economics

• Specialized current awareness
– Publications, conferences, grants, jobs, data sets

– Current awareness metapages

• Highly selective scholarly materials

• Biweekly reports

• 40-50 resources each report





Scout Report Signpost
http://www.signpost.org/

• Internet resources cataloged using Dublin
Core metadata elements

• Browsing
– Library of Congress Classification

– Library of Congress Subject Headings

• Searching
– Fielded Data (Dublin Core)

– Full-text (Scout Report Annotations)



Future Services

• Selective Dissemination of Information (SDI):
SCAN - Scout Current Awareness News for
Social Sciences and Business & Economics

• Project “Isaac” - A Distributed Architecture
for Resource Discovery Using Metadata
– http://scout.cs.wisc.edu/scout/research/

• New Classification scheme for Signpost



The Scout Report as a
Quality Resource

• Scout Report  and the subject-specific Scout
Reports as an “authoritative” source for other
quality resource discovery services

• 4,800 quality resources reviewed since 1994

• 41,500 subscribers to SR - 120,000 get info

• 10,500 subscribers to subject-specific reports

• 27,000+ “real” hits each day to ISP site
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