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Social Science Libraries Section Program 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
 As special and academic librarians are keenly aware, the social sciences 
as a body of knowledge reside at the center of an explosion of information that 
provides us with unique challenges and opportunities.  The challenges reside in the 
blurring of disciplinary boundaries that brings together researchers and scholars 
from within the natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities to focus upon 
challenges that face us at the global level yet require synchronized local solutions.  
The proliferation of new communications tools is simultaneously providing 
opportunities for greater collaboration and the development of novel approaches to 
organizing and providing access to knowledge. 
 This summer, the Social Science Libraries Section will focus upon both of 
these challenges and opportunities through its Satellite Conference at the 
University of Toronto and conference program in Québec City at the IFLA World 
Library and Information Congress.   
 The satellite conference, which is described in greater detail within this 
newsletter (see pages 3-4), focuses on the effects of interdisciplinary and multi-
disciplinary changes in the social sciences on libraries and library users.  
Conference tracks will focus on Social Networking systems developed by librarians, 
Data access and collections, and ways to respond to and support the increasingly 
interdisciplinary within the social sciences.  Papers selected from the conference 
will be published in the IFLA Monographs series in 2009.   
 The section’s main conference program, (see page 2) which was 
developed by Jacques Hellemans Université Libre de Bruxelles, focuses on the 
development of digital collections within the social sciences.  The program features 
eight papers that focus upon facets of the program theme, Borderless collections in 
the social sciences: platforms for digital access, disseminations and preservation.   

On behalf of the Social Science Section Standing Committee, I welcome 
your attendance at any of these programs.   In addition, if you are at the conference 
in Québec City, you may wish to attend either of the Section’s business meetings.  
The standing committee members are happy to receive ideas for programs, 
services, and activities to support social science librarians.  In addition, we are 
always pleased to welcome prospective standing committee members. 

 
Best regards, 
Steve Witt,  Chairperson, Social Science Libraries Standing Committee (June 2008) 
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Social Science Libraries Standing Committee will Me et in Quebec City, 
Canada: 
09 August, Saturday 
SC-I: 11.30-14.20 
15 August, Friday 
SC-II: 11.00-13.50 
NOTE: Social Science Libraries Standing Committee M embers are obliged to 
attend these two meetings in Quebec City. Observers  are welcome. 
 

Contents:  
 
Overview of Program 
 
Standing Committee Meetings 
 
WLIC 74rd Quebec City, Canada 
 
Disappearing Disciplinary 
Borders in the Social Science 
Library – Global Studies or Sea 
Change? Satellite Conference, 
Toronto, Canada, 5-7 August 
2008, Preliminary Program  
 
IFLA General Assembly and 
Council Meeting, Agenda 2008 
 
IFLA Statutes 2008 Revision 
 
Persée Portal 
 
IFLA President’s Letters 
 
Notices of Interest 
- Knowledge for All: Role of   
Libraries & Information Centers , 
12-15 November 2008, Sir 
Dorabji, India 
- A Reference Renaissance:  
Current & Future Trends, 4-5  
August 2008, Denver, Colorado  
- UNC Chapel Hill/SLIS/You Tube   
- Radio Interview with Alex Byrne  
- Library Associations Worldwide 
- Members of IFLA & MLAS 
“Observe, Reflect, Act,” Request 
for Authors 
- “Blueprint for Success,” NAL 
- IFLA Vouchers – Reminder 
- IFLA Disaster Relief – China 
- Goethe-Institut Trilingual Portal 
- Yap State Public Library 
  
Social Science Libraries Standing 
Committee Meeting Minutes, 
Durban, 2007 
 
IFLA 2009 Milan, Italy 
 
Draft Agenda, Quebec City 2008 
 
IFLA 2010 Brisbane, Australia 
 
Standing Committee Members 

Editor , Ms. Wilda Newman 
Knowledge Associates Resources, 
LLC, 5964 Rosinante Run 
Columbia, MD 21045 
United States 
Tel.+1-410-730-7583 
Fax+1-410-730-7583(Call before 
Faxing  wildanewman@yahoo.com  
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"Libraries without borders: 
Navigating towards global 

understanding" 
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Other meetings in Quebec City: 
 
Friday, 08 August  

Professional Committee 8.30-11.00 
 Governing Board 11.30-14.30 
Division Coordinating Committees 
15.00-18.00 

Sunday, August 10 
Conference Begins 
Question and Answer Session on 

Statutes Revision 12.35-13.45 
Exhibition Opening 16.00-18.00 

Thursday, August 14 
Council Meeting 13.15-14.45 
Closing Session 15.00-16.15 

Saturday, August 16 
Governing Board 8.30-17.00 
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Dear IFLA Members 
Following the hearings held in 2006 and 2007 on 
the future structure of IFLA's professional 
activities, a Working Party of the Governing 
Board has prepared a proposal for a thorough 
revision of IFLA's Statutes. In terms of IFLA's 
current Statutes, the proposal is being submitted 
to a postal ballot of IFLA members, with a 
deadline of 24 July 2008. The ballot papers and 
accompanying documentation are being posted 
today (26 March 2008). In the mean time, the 
proposed revised Statutes, together with an 
Introduction by IFLA President Prof Dr. Claudia 
Lux, and a document containing Explanatory 
Comments, has been posted at 
http://www.ifla.org/III/statute-rev.htm. 
Kind regards, 
Peter Johan Lor 
 
(IFLA List Serve Email Peter Johan Lor, Secretary 
General, International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions 
P O Box 95312, 2509 CH The Hague, Netherlands 
Tel. +31-70-314 0884 
Fax: +31-70-383 4827 
E-mail: ifla@ifla.org) 
Website: www.ifla.org <http://www.ifla.org/>) 
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Purpose 
This revision completes the review of the 
Statutes approved in Jerusalem in 2000. Its 
aims are: to implement the changes 
resulting from the consultation process 
conducted by the Professional Committee 
during 2006 and 2007; to incorporate other 
changes approved by the Governing Board 
and the Council; to clarify the revised IFLA 
Statutes endorsed by IFLA Council in 2000 
by removing any inconsistencies or 
ambiguities; and to relocate matters of detail 
to the Rules of Procedure. 
Process 
The revision has benefited from the advice 
of the Committee established by the 
Governing Board in 2005 to comment on the 
Statutes. The Committee consisted of 
people knowledgeable about IFLA, the 
global library and information environment, 
the operation of associations, and the 
formulation of effective statutes: Kay 
Raseroka, Immediate Past President, IFLA 
(Botswana) – Chair; Rashidah Begum bt. 
Fazal Mohamed, former member of IFLA 
Governing Board (Malaysia); Don Butcher, 
Executive Director, Canadian Library 
Association (Canada); Bob McKee, Chief 
Executive Officer, CILIP and member 
Governing Board (UK) – Liaison with GB; 
Jan-Ewout van der Putten, CEO, FOBID 
(Netherlands), and President, EBLIDA. 
More recently, the revision has benefited 
from the advice of the Immediate Past 
President Alex Byrne, the Secretary-General 
Peter Lor, and Kelly Moore. It includes the 
results of discussions and decisions up to 
IFLA Council in Durban in 2007. At its 
December 2007 meeting in The Hague, the 
IFLA Governing Board considered in detail 
a draft of this revision which also reflected 
the changes made to the professional 
structure of IFLA following the consultation 
process conducted by IFLA’s Professional 
Committee. The GB asked a new Statutes 
Group (consisting of Nancy Gwinn, Claudia 
Lux, Bob Mckee and Barbara Schleihagen) 
to prepare a final draft incorporating the 
comments of the GB. This Group met in 
Berlin on February 6, 2008, and developed a 
final draft of the revision. This draft was then 
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submitted to GB members for comment. It 
was also submitted to IFLA’s attorneys, Pels 
Rijcken Drooglever Fortuijn, to ensure that it 
is in accordance with the law of the 
Netherlands. The attached revision proposal 
takes into account amendments proposed 
by GB members and by our attorneys. 
Principles 
In order to achieve its aims and to facilitate 
translation, the revision amends and clarifies 
the Statutes by: 
1. including the changes proposed by the 
Governing Board; 
2. using a model format obtained by the 
Secretary-General in order to reduce the 
likelihood of future legal difficulties; 
3. rephrasing where necessary in plain 
English, adopting British English spelling 
and usage; 
4. ensuring that terminology is consistent 
and providing definitions where required. 
5. ensuring that each clause deals only with 
a single issue; 
6. adopting general provisions in the 
Statutes, with specific details relocated to 
the Rules of Procedure; 
7. simplifying the numbering of clauses 
where necessary to facilitate reference. 
Incorporation of agreed changes 
The revision incorporates changes agreed 
by the Governing Board and noted in the 
following papers: 
• GB 07-056 Proposed amendments to 
Statutes and Rules of Procedure 
• GB07-042R Indemnification of Governing 
Board members, members of committees, 
and trustees of Foundations 
• GB 07-028RRRR Review of professional 
structures. 
Model format 
The revision has been reformulated to 
eliminate inconsistencies between the 
English version which is used as the 
authoritative version in practice and the 
Dutch version which is registered with Dutch 
authorities. In order to avoid possible legal 
problems or challenges, the statutes are 
presented in accordance with a model 
format provided on the website of Van Ee & 
de Jonge Notariaat, 
http://www.uwnotaris.nl/index.php?id=74 
(accessed by PJL 2007-11-08). 
This helps to make the Statutes more 
consistent with the legal rules of the 
Netherlands. 
 

Rules of Procedure 
While the revision of the Statutes is being 
considered by the Governing Board and the 
membership, it will be necessary to identify 
any consequential changes to the Rules of 
Procedure. A first draft of the revised Rules 
of Procedure will be prepared. Work on the 
revised Rules of Procedure will be 
completed by the Governing Board after the 
outcomes of this revision of the Statutes are 
known and a decision has been taken by 
IFLA Council in Quebec City in August on 
adoption of these revised Statutes. 
Process 
This proposed revision is hereby submitted 
to the Members in a postal ballot in terms of 
Art. 30 of the existing Statutes. The deadline 
for submission of ballot papers is 24 July 
2008. According to Art. 30.4 of the existing 
Statutes this proposal will be carried if it 
receives a simple majority of votes cast in 
the postal ballot. It then has to be 
considered for final approval by the Council 
meeting in Quebec City on 14 August 2008. 
Here a two-thirds majority of Members 
voting is required for final approval. If council 
gives its approval, the new statutes will be 
submitted to our attorneys for the 
registration of a Dutch translation in 
accordance with the law of the Netherlands. 
The new Statutes will come into force once 
this has been done. 
Claudia Lux, IFLA President 

������
 
PERSÉE, Portal for academic journals in 
the Humanities and Social Sciences  
March 18, 2008 http://www.persee.fr  
 
PERSÉE is a French public-funded program for 
the digitization and online publishing of printed 
academic journals in the fields of Humanities and 
Social Sciences. It is also able to process digital 
documents. Launched by the French Ministry of 
Higher Education and Research, this program is 
run by Lumière University Lyon 2 and the Centre 
Informatique National de l’Enseignement 
Supérieur (CINES). 
 
PERSÉE has been developed according to an 
open source model (JAVA, OAI-PMH) in 
compliance with the standards widely used by 
digital libraries across the world (METS, DC, 
MODS, MADS, TEI). It features an integrated 
production line designed to convert the corpus 
from print to digital documents. The entire 
process is automated: digitization of printed 
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documents, integration of digital data, image 
quality improvement, thorough optical character 
recognition (OCR), creation of tables of contents 
and metadata for each issue and article, long 
term preservation and online publication. 
 
On-line since 2005, the PERSÉE portal provides 
free public access to the full text of entire 
collections, starting from the first issue published. 
PERSÉE corpus is constantly expanding thanks 
to the involvement of the main French-speaking 
academic publishers (non-profit or commercial 
organizations, scholarly societies). Currently, with 
more than 170 000 documents freely available, 
PERSÉE has become the largest website 
dedicated to French academic journals in the 
Humanities and Social Sciences. 
 
A new version of PERSÉE was released in 
March 2008. With an overhauled look & feel and 
innovative features, this brand new portal 
improves searching, browsing, viewing and 
printing, and leverages the thorough description 
of our articles: 

o access to the detailed article structure, 
list of illustrations, abstracts and 
keywords in different languages ; 

o new search options with an even greater 
set of tools to find relevant content 
(fields, journals, date range, document 
types). Typical queries search the 
metadata and full text; the search terms 
are highlighted in the page ; 

o search results can be sorted by 
relevance, journal title or article title;  

o customizable page display; 
o text-to-speech versions of articles. 

Users can shape their experience on PERSÉE 
according to their needs and practice (RSS 
feeds, article tagging, article or citation saving, 
document creation, sharing and commenting).  
 
Links between citations and articles within or 
outside PERSÉE are referenced. DOIs are 
assigned to each article and registered with 
CrossRef by PERSÉE or other portals. We 
expect to  have all of our articles registered by 
the end of 2008. 
 
This new portal will be presented during the IFLA 
WLIC 2008 in Quebec City. You will be most 
welcome to attend the communication by Ms 
Valérie Néouze, “Persee, un outil au service de la 
communication scientifique francophone” on 
Wednesday, August 13th, during the session 
n°148 (Social sciences with Division II).   
For further information, please contact us:  
Nathalie Fargier, nathalie.fargier@persee.fr 
(0033)(0)4 78 69 76 71 
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President’s Letters Claudia Lux (Edited) 
(President of IFLA 2007-2009) 
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IFLA Fund for Disaster Relief 
now open for China Donations  
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Please help rebuild the Yap State Public 
Library  
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See http://www.ifla.org  

For more on IFLA 
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"Engaging, Embracing, Empowering" 
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Brisbane, the capital city of Queensland, is 
midway up the east coast of Australia - 
27.5oS, 153oE.  
With the Gold Coast to the south and the 
Sunshine Coast to the north, domestic and 
international airports, Brisbane is an ideal 
headquarters for an Australian holiday. 
Brisbane, indeed all Queensland, operates 
on Eastern Standard Time which is 10 hours 
ahead of GMT all year round - Summertime 
or Daylight Saving is not practiced in 
Queensland. 
Residents and visitors to Brisbane enjoy a 
wide range of landscapes and lifestyles. The 
inner-city, metropolitan Brisbane is 
surrounded by leafy, sometimes very hilly, 
suburbs. Further out in the suburbs, the 
traditional Australian house on a large block 
or even acreage dominates. 
Moreton Bay and its islands provide water 
sports, sailing and sea-side suburbs. The 
Pacific Highway leads south to the Gold 
Coast and its well-known surf beaches. 
North is the seaside town of Redcliffe, the 
rainforest and picturesque countryside of 
Pine Rivers, Caboolture and the Glasshouse 
Mountains. Bribie Island offers the first surf 



 

��������	
����	�
����	��
�	�������	�
�� � ����������� 	��
������������	
�������  

  22
 

 

beach to the north. The Sunshine Coast 
towns and hinterland are popular holiday 
spots. Travelling west of Brisbane, past 
Ipswich, you soon climb the Great Dividing 
Range to Toowoomba and the rich plains of 
the Darling Downs. 
In Australia, we drive on the left side of the 
road. Although there are trains, buses and 
ferries in Brisbane, most families own at 
least one car. The local currency is 
Australian dollars and the smallest coin in 
use is the 5 cent coin. 
Brisbane and Queensland maintain Eastern 
Standard Time all year. Southern states use 
daylight saving (summertime) which means 
there is one hour’s difference between 
Queensland and New South Wales during 
summer. This causes much debate every 
year in the south eastern corner of the state, 
and particularly on the Gold Coast which 
straddles the border. However, much of 
Queensland is in the tropics where residents 
have no desire to change their clocks in 
order to increase the amount of daylight and 
hot sunlight they live in.  
http://www.brisbanecitylife.com.au/bcl/about.
htm 
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