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GOODBYE AND WELCOME
Elsé's colleague at the
Bibliothèque nationale de
France, Isabelle Rollet has
taken over as the RT's
French member.  After
graduating from Library
School in Lyons Isabelle
Rollet became a member of
the staff of the Periodicals
Department.  She is now
head of the Preservation
Office of the Department
(Law, economy, political
science), on the new
premises of the BNF in
Paris.  Isabelle is in charge
of both preservation and
rest-oration programmes as
well  as of the microfilming
programme within the
department. In the new
organization of the
BNF   the    Newspaper

 

Elsé Delaunay

collection comes under this
department so Isabelle is
concerned particularly with
all the RT's activities in
which she will play an
active part.

Isabelle Rollet

Elsé made a significant
contribution to the
development of the RT. We
wish her well in her retirement.

In the next issue we hope to
bring you similar pieces re.
Dora Secic of Croatia, who
has recently moved to
another post and whose
position has been filled by
Elza Erdelii.

In March 1998, Elsé Delaunay
retired from the Bibliothèque
nationale de France after 40
years in the Periodicals
Department. She first worked as
a cataloguer in the office of the
French Union Catalogue of
Periodicals (Catalogue collectif
de périodiques des origines à
1939). After the publishing of
the 5 volumes of the Union
Catalogue (1967-1981) she took
over the direction of the Office
of the General Catalogue of
Periodicals of the Bibliothèque
nationale where she was in
charge of the edition on
microfiches in 1989. (The
Catalogue was published on a
CD-ROM in 1993).

In 1983/84 Elsé was head of
the Preservation Office and,
finally, in 1989 she became
head of the Microfilming
Office within the Periodicals
Department where she has
been responsible for the
microfilming programmes for
almost 10 years.

Since 1987, E10 has been
the RT's French
representative. At the IFLA
General Conference in Paris
in 1989 she arranged a
whole day workshop on the
Freedom Press. Two of the
RT's business meetings also
took place in Paris (1993
and 1996). In 1996, the
Round Table and the IFLA
Section on Serial
Publications published the
Guidelines for Newspaper
Preservation Microfilming
as an IFLA Professional
Report (No. 49) which was
compiled by Elsé with help
from RT members.

    

From the
IFLA Round Table Newspapers



2

NEWS FROM THE ROUND TABLE

Membership & Address List August,
1998

Prof. Dr Hans Bohrmann
Bibliotheken der Stadt Dortmund
Instituts far Zeitungsforschung der Stadt
Dortmund 41/ZI
Postfach 1050 53
4600 DORTMUND 1 Germany
� 00 49 23150 23216
Fax: (231) 50 2601A8
e-mail: pbohrman@stadto.de

Ms Majken Brermer-Laamanen
Helsinki University Library
Centre for Microfilming & Conservation
Sainaankatu 6
100 MIKKELI Finland
� 00 358 15 157037
Fax: 358 15151228
e-mail: bremena@h4inki.fi

Mme Else Delaunay
5 rue Paul Luis Courier
75007 Paris
France
� 00 33 145 48 68 52

Ms Elza Erdelii
National & University Library
Ulica Hrvatske Bratske
Zajednice B.B.
1000 ZAGREB PP 550 Croatia
�� 00 38516164128

Ms Elena Garcia-Puente Lillo
Seccion de Publicaciones Seriadas
Biblioteca Nacional
Recoletos, 20-22
28071 MADRID Spain
� 00 34 15807830
Fax: 5775634
e-mail: i.torrecillas@bne.es

Geoffrey Hamilton
7 Frankscroft
Peebles, Scotland
EH459DX
� 01721724150

Robert Harriman
TS/SRD (4160)
Library of Congress
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20540 - 4160
USA
� 00 1202 707 5946
Fax: 1 (202) 707 6333
e-mail: rhar@loc.gov

Beti Jones (Editor)
Department of Printed Books
National Library of Wales
ABERYSTWYTH
Ceredigion
SY23 3BU
Wales
� 00 44 1970 632890
Fax:00 44 1970 632852
e-mail: beti.jones@llgc.org.uk

Galina Kislovskaya
Deputy Director General
Library of Foreign Literature
Nikolojamskaya Street 1
MOSCOW 109189 Russia
� 00 7 095 55 32 Fax: 915 36 37
e-mail: gkislov@libfl.msk.su

Svend Larsen
Statsbiblioteket
Universitetsparken
DK-8000
Aarhus  Derunark
� 00 45 89462022
Fax:89462220
e-mail: kumsb@kumsbAk

Lars Olsson
Head of Newspaper Section
Kungliga Biblioteket
P.O. Box 5039
S-102 41 STOCKHOLM
Sweden
� 00 46 8 4634066
Fax: 00 46 8 6116956
e-mail:lars.olsson@kb.se

Mohamed Raouf Belhassen
Bibliothèque Nationale
20 Souk el Attarine
BP 42, Tunis 1008 Tunisia
� 00 216 1249 902
Fax: 00 216 1342 700

Isabelle Rollet
DIA/Department Droit
Bibliothèque nationale de France
Quai François Mauriac
75706 Paris Cedex 13
France
� 00 33 153 79 5103
Fax: 00 33 153 79 5125
e-mail: isabelle.rollett@bnf.fr

Mr Geoff Smith (Secretary/Treasurer)
Secretary & Treasurer
The British Library
Great Russell Street
LONDON
England
� 00 44 171412 7362 Fax: 71323 7386
e-mail: geoff.smith@bl.uk

Dr Henry Snyder
Center of Bibliographical Studies &
Research
Rivera Library-016
University of California
RIVERSIDE
California CA 92521-0154
USA
� 00 1909 787 5841
Fax: 9097874120
e-mail: hlsnyder@carthlink.net

Ms Mary Jane Starr
National Library of Canada
395 Wellington Street
OTTOWA.
Ontario K1A ON4 Canada
� 00 1613 996 0680
Fax: 613 947 2706
e-mail:mjs@psb.nlc-bne.ca

Wilbert Ubbens
Staats-und
Universitatsbibliothek
Bibliotheksstrasse
Postfach 33 0160
D-28331 BREMEN 33 Germany
Fax: 00 49 421218 2614

Dr Hartmut Walravens (Chair)
Abteilungtiberregionalebibliographische
Dienste
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin
Preussischer Kulturbesitz
Potsdamer Strasw 33
D-10785 BERLIN Germany
� 00 49 30 266 2337
Fax: 30 266 2378
email:walravens@sbb.spk-berlin.de

Ms Olga Yadykina
Russian State Library
101000 Moskva, Vozdvizhenka 3
Russia
Fax: 00 7 095 2002255

ACRPP
(Association for

Conservation and Photo-
graphic Reproduction of the

Press)

Among French microfilm
agencies ACRPP occupies a
particular place as it is an
association of several
newspaper institutions such as
the National Federation of the
French Press, the French
Newspaper Institute at the
University of Paris, the
Bibliothèhque Nationale (cf.
News from the IFLA Round
Table on Newspapers, Spring
1997, No. 4).

ACRPP has just published its
new Catalogue which has been
totally re-organized since the
1995 edition. The introduction
and presentation of the
Catalogue are given both in
French and English and the
Catalogue is set up in a clear
and easily understood method.
It contains some 6000 French
newspaper and periodical titles.
So far it is the only real
catalogue of periodicals on
microfilm in France.

Microfilming newspapers is
not only a question of
safeguarding collections which
are jeopardizedby the poor
quality of the paper. It is just as
important to enable the
duplication of single issues or
complete holdings, thus
making the wealth of
documentary material available
to as many people as possible,
in France and abroad.

ACRPP has been engaged on
that mission for the last forty
years with recognized
knowledge and profession-
alism. It is ongoing and will
develop the quality of its
services to match the cultural
and technical progress which
characterizes our times.

NEWSPLAN
AND THE

HERITAGE
LOTTERY

FUND

NEWSPLAN has
submitted an applic-
ation to the UK
Heritage Lottery Fund
for funding to support a
UK-wide programme to
microfilm historical
files of local
newspapers at risk to
archival standards and
by this means to
preserve a unique part
of the national heritage
of the UK. The
programme also
envisages the provision
of microfilm readers to
enable users to have
convenient access to the
text of these
newspapers and an
investigation into the
digitisation of news-
paper text through the
preservation medium of
archival-quality micro-
film to provide en-
hanced online access to
them.

The investigation  which has
let to the full application was
carried out with the
assistance of a Feasibility
Study supported by the HLF
and the British Library. It
showed that to meet the aim
of saving UK local
newspapers in peril, the
programme will require to be
of five years' duration, cover
3,460 titles, crate 83,816
reels  of microfilm, and
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Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin - Preussicher Kulterbesitz

include the provision of
800 microfilm readers, at
a total cost of
£16,303,708. Of this
sum NEWSPLAN has
requested 75% from the
HLF, with the remaining
25 % to be found by the
three UK national
libraries, NEWSPLAN
participants and the
newspaper industry.
Accommodation for the
project - two full time
member of staff are
envisaged - has already
been promised by the
London Press Club and
Freedom Forum.

All the NEWSPLAN
regions have been active
in the collection and
presentation of inform-
ation and at the third
NEWSPLAN Con-
ference in March,
participants were
brought up-to-date on
progress by Dr Dennis
Griffiths who carried out
the Feasibility Study. Dr
Ann Matheson, National
Library of Scotland, and
Mr John Byford, British
Library, are the other
two members of the
Steering Group which
prepared and submitted
the full application.

A response from HLF is
expected in 1998/99.

John Byford
Newspaper Librarian

British Library

History
The Berlin State Library was
founded in 1661 as the Electoral
Library and focused on the
acquisition of books. Newspapers
were considered media of current
information only; nevertheless a
legal deposit edict of 1699 and
following decrees by Prussian kings
formed the basis for the collection
and preservation of newspapers. But
it was only library director Friedrich
Wilken (1777-1840) who tackled the
problem in a systematic way. In
1879 the director, the famous
Egyptologist Richard Lepsius,
promoted the idea of a newspaper
museum while later on Adolf von
Harnack proposed the establishment
of a special newspaper department.
World War I put an end to such
designs.

AMBITIOUS PROJECT
In the meantime the library had
started an ambitious union catalogue
project which covered at first the
Prussian libraries and was later
extended to German libraries. An,
immense card file was built up and
the first volumes went to the printer.
A need was felt to also list the
holdings of journals and newspapers
but only the union lists of
periodicals were realized. Urged by
historians it was the Berlin Institute
of Newspaper Research that took
responsibility and published a still
noteworthy Standortskatalog
wichtiger Zeirungsbestände under the
editorship of Hans Traub (Leipzig,
1933). This union list included the
holdings of the then Prussian State
Library which at the time held
around 80,000 volumes (or,
packages, respectively) of
newspapers. During World War II
the library holdings were distributed
among a larger number of storage
facilities.

NEW START
The new start after 1945 was
extremely difficult. The military
administration of the occupation
zones and the following East West
conflict led to a split also with
regard to the State Library. Only
part of the holdings returned to
the Public Scientific Library in
the traditional Berlin building,
which developed later on into the
DeutscheStaatsbibliothek. A large

amount of newspapers was given
back by the Polish government
that had taken over a number of
depositories when the Polish state
was moved westward to the Oder
river. Not included were,
however, newspapers from Silesia
and other former German areas
that had become Polish territory.
Those publications that had been
stored in the Western zones were
assembled in the Marburg castle,
gradually recatalogued (the
catalogues had for the largest part
remained in the East and were
inaccessible) and later on moved
to (West) Berlin where a new
library building was erected close
to the Berlin wall. While there
were only fragments of the former
newspaper collection in the
holdings of this State Library of
the Prussian Cultural Foundation
the shared acquisitions scheme
supported by the German
Research Association assigned
the responsibility for foreign
newspapers to this library. When
the German unification also led to
a merger of the two state libraries
(1992) a newspaper department
was finally established. Its con-
solidated holdings comprised
about 160,000 volumes of
newspapers, 700 running
subscriptions, and 20,000 reels of
microfilm.

Focus on the collection
The majority of the
newspapers relates to the
former state of Prussia; in
addition there are major
German language papers like
the Hamburgische unparteyische
Correspondent,Braunschweigische

Anzeigen, Allgemeine Zeitung, and
Wiener Zeitung. Some ofthe major
foreign papers are also represented
like Le Moniteur universel, Journal de
Paris, The Times, and St.
Petersburger Zeitung. Some ofthe
foreign German language papers
were also subscribed to, like La
Plata Zeitung (Buenos Aires), and
Ostasiatischer Lloyd (Shanghai).
Special collections like the War
Collection contains numerous papers
relating to the wars of 18701871 and
1914-1918. Emigr6 papers are of
special importance, like Rul',
Nakanune, and Dziennik Berlinski
which catered to the needs of the
Russian and Polish expatriats in
Germany. In addition there is a near
complete collection of the more
important papers of the Soviet
Occupation Zone and the later
German Democratic Republic. Thus
the library's newspapers now form
the largest and most important
collection in Germany.

Catalogues
There are two major ways of access
to the collection:

- All papers are now recorded in
the Zeitschritfendatenbank
(German serials Database)
which serves as a shared
cataloguing system for German
libraries and the central
information resource for all
serials. They can thus easily be
tracked down without causing
any trouble in definition - whether
a paper is published daily, weekly,
or monthly, or is a supplement to a
journal, all titles are recorded
indiscriminately in the  database,
with their  holdings.   The database
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Deutsche Staatsbibliothek

The special features of
newspapers are explained, and
details of the cataloguing
procedure give. The stong point
of the presentation are the many
examples and illustrations which
make it immediately clear what
is meant. For this reason one
might call this publication
simply a newspaper handbook;
many readers will find a lot of
useful information without ever
wanting to go into cataloguing.
There are a glossary of terms,
indices, and a bibliography of
literature on newspapers. Almost
half of the book (pp.187-313)
consists of illustrations which
explain special characteristics of
newspapers and their editions
and versions. The handbook was
compiled by Marieluise Schillig
who has served as senior
newspaper cataloguer of the
State Library for many years - it
gives the essence for her
professional experience with the
subject. Staatsbibliothek zu
Berlin - Preußischer
Kulturbesitz: Zeitungen und
zeitungsahnliche Periodika -
ihre Beschrefflung und
Erfassung in der Zeitschriften-
datenbank. Bearbeitet von Marieluise
Schillig. München: K. G. Saur, 1998. 313
pp.

Hartmut Walravens

EARLY SERIALS IN ESTC.

The English Short Tile Catalogue
(ESTC) has now passed its twentieth
anniversary. It has grown beyond its
original conception as a database of
18th century monographic imprints
to include serials as well as
monographs, and to extend back to
the beginning of printing in the
British Isles.

The Early Serials component of the
ESTC got underway in late 1994. At
the present time it includes records
for nearly 1,500 titles. Upon
completion of format integration,
serials records will be loaded for
North American imprints created at
the American Antiquarian Society,
taking the project halfway to its
projected point of completion.

From the beginning, the biggest
challenge has been to identify, and
then to locate, surviving runs and
scattered issues. No single
bibliography exists. Therefore, the
Early Serials team created an in-
house database in which all the
scattered information about titles
found in a wide range of sources is
brought together and organized. This
database currently lists over 4,000
titles and 18,000 locations.

As project staff compile data and
catalogue, the search for additional
material continues. Previously
unknown titles still come to light.
Five issues of one extraordinarily
rare item have recently been
discovered in the National Library of
Scotland. This crudely printed
unsigned broadsheet of the 1760s or
1770s was issued with the evident
purpose of attacking corrupt local
city government. From the
vehemence of its rhetoric it is
unlikely to have survived
officialdom for much longer than
this brief recently re-discovered run.
It is recorded in no list or
bibliography. Its earliest known title:
The Coats Gazette.

The Early Serials portion of the
ESTC has already generated a
number of inquiries from
scholars eager to make use of
this new and powerful
bibliographic tool.

Juliet MeLaren
(Early Serials Project, ESTC)

is available on the Internet
(information:
http://dbfiink.de), and also as a
CD-ROM edition.

-There is a handwritten catalogue
in the form of volumes, up to
1974, with indices (including a
geographical index and an index
of supplements).

Information on the collection
The library published a leaflet
Zeitungsabteilung. Löschburg,
Winfried: Die Zeitungs-bestände
de Deutschen Staastsbibliothek.
Zentralblatt für
Bibliothekswesen 84.1970,278-
283 Schochow, Werner:
Bestandederehemaligen
Preugischen Staatsbibliothek in
West-Berlin. Internationale
Wissenschaftliche
Korrespondenzzur Geschichte
der deutschen
Arbeiterbewegung. 1964, H.4,
pp.40-42 Staatsbibliothek zu
Berlin. In: Zeitungswörterbuch.
Hrsg. von Hans Bohrmann und
Wilbert Ubbens. Berlin 1994,
244-247

Höfig, Willi: Die leidige
Ephemere.  Das Sonders-
ammelgebiet Ausländische
Zeitungen an der Staats
bibliothek Preußischer
Kulturbesitz Berlin. In:
Zeitungen in Bibliotheken.
Berlin 1986 (dbi-Materialien,
49), 84-103  Penzold, Leonhard:
Die Zeitungssammlung der
Deutschen  Staatsbibliothek zu
Berlin und ihre Verfilmung. Info
7. Jg51990, 72-76

A new handbook of newspaper
cataloguing
Over the years the
Zeitschriftendatenbank (German
Serials Database) has developed
into the major data resource for
all kinds of serials in German
libraries, including newspapers.
At first only a few libraries
recorded their holdings there but
as soon as the then State Library
of the Prussian Cultural
Foundation had entered the more
than 5,000 records of their union
file of foreign newspapers, the
database's attraction for
newspaper purposes grew
rapidly. Support by the German
Research Association led to the
incorporation of the holdings of
the former Deutsche
Staatsbibliothek (German State
Library) and Archives of Parties
and Mass Organisations, the
former Institute of Marxism-
Linninism, with its estimated

12,000 newspaper titles. At the
moment the database contains more
than 30,000 newspaper records with
holdings in German libraries and
archives. While this number seems a
satisfying result experts expect to
find another up to 60,000 titles in
German collections. There will be
many fragments and short-lived items
but the destructions of the wars make
it imperative to collect, register and
preserve what is still available. The
ZDB started out as a simple union
catalogue; when it turned into
comprehensive online system it was
necessary to adapt its structure and
the interpretation of fields also to the
needs of newspaper specialists. This
was done so successfully that some
cataloguers now complain about the
too many options the system offers.
Almost needless to say, there is a core
cataloguing format and it is left to
cataloguers to make the best use of
the many additional options. The
present publications is a special and
independent version of the
cataloguing manual as prepared for
serials cataloguers.

MEMBERSHIP

It was felt desirable to
attempt to increase the
membership of the Round
Table. Relevant and
interested areas might
include Denmark, Eastern
Europe, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa,
Israel and Arab States

FUTURE IFLA CONFERENCES
1999 Bangkok  -  2000 Jerusalem  -  2001 Boston  -  2002 Glasgow
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