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Dear Col | eagues and fri ends,

for twi ce-a-year publications wthin |FLA which includes our
Newsl etter, the distribution dates changed to April/May and
Cct ober/ Novenmber. For the Sections Newsletter we decided on the
| ater dates May and Novenber. This Newsletter will concentrate it's
content on reports about the Jerusal em conference and on an outl ook
at the preparations for Boston in 2001 and @ asgow 2002.

I hope you will find the information hel pfull and interesting.

I whish you all a wonderfull, peacefull Christmastine and a happy
and successfull year 2001.

I"m | ooking forward to seeing you in Boston.

Ver ner St ephan

66th | FLA Council and General Conference, Jerusalem (August 11 -
August 19, 2000)

The 66th | FLA Council and General Conference was held in Jerusalem
from August 11 - August 19, 2000. Although well prepared and
organi zed, conference attendance has been decreased once again in
conparison to previous years. The current political situation in the
mddle east has certainly played its role but international
cooperation seens to be of |esser inportance in sone countries.

Section on bibliography: Review of activities 1999 - 2000

The Section on Bibliography is primarily concerned with the content,
arr angenent, producti on, di ssemi nati on and preservation of
bi bl i ographic information, especially (but not exclusively) where
these pertain to national bibliographic services. This is reflected
by the presentations of the Section during the annual conference.
The Section is also concerned with the pronotion of the inportance
of the discipline of bibliography to library professionals in all
types of libraries (not just national libraries), to publishers,
distributors and retailers and also to end-users. The Section is
closely associated, where appropriate, not only wth the other



Sections within the Division of Bibliographic Control and with the
UBCI M  Progranme, but also with the Sections on Infornation
Technology and of National Libraries. In Jerusalem two |arger
nmeetings were held by the Section dealing with this topic.

Meet i ngs

In an open forum the Section presented a part of its work, which
deals with national bibliographic services of smaller countries. The
foll owi ng papers were presented:

* National bibliography of a snall country in an international
cont ext.

« Bohdana Stoklasova (National Library of the Czech Republic,
Prague) .

* Bibliographic projects and tools in |srael

* Rochelle Kedar (Departnent of Information Science, Bar-IIlan
Uni versity, Ramat-Gan)

« Two Nat i onal Central Li braries in Italy: bi bl i ographi c
cooperation or conpetition?

e Maria Patrizia Cal abresi (Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, Rone).

The lively and interesting discussion showed the inportance of
cooperation especially in countries in which the output of the
publishing industry is conparatively small or in countries in which
new bi bl i ographic agencies are founded for political or historica
reasons.

The papers are available on |IFLANET as well as translations in
CGerman, French and Spanish. Unfortunately there is no translation
i nto Russi an.

In addition to that the Section organized a half-day workshop wth
the title ,Teaching bibliography today in primary and continuing
pr of essi onal education of librarians,.

Based on papers presented by Retha Snyman (Sout-Africa), Mna Mdsen
(Denmark) and John Mllwaine (Geat Britain) the followng topics
wer e addr essed:

Wiat is the role of bibliography in training?

How can training facilities teach the best methods of searching and
enpl oyi ng bi bl i ographi cal sources in the face of constantly changing
tools, formats and other detail s?

Does it still make sense to distinguish between the search for
bi bl'i ographic informati on and the docunment itself?

Is the traditional classification of reference works (dictionaries,

catal ogs, bibliographies etc.) still reasonable given the forns of
publication today?

How do institutions of Ilibrary and information science nediate
i nnovative content and technology in the sense of life-Iong-
| ear ni ng?

The at first stagnant but later on lively discussion showed that the
papers touched sonme topics which needed further clearance. The

Section on Bibliography will take this into account and present a
talk about this topic in its ,Open Foruni on the next conference in
Boston already. Furthernore this topic will be followed up in the

next ,Medium Term Programme”. All papers of the workshop are



avail able in | FLANET as wel | .

VWor ki ng Progranme

The main topics are scheduled in the so called nedium term
progranme, which normally runs for four years. The current progranme
is valid from 1998 to 2001. The working programe derives fromit,
whi ch then defines single projects and actions for a period of two
years. The nedium term programe, the action plan 2000-2001 are
available in IFLANET as well as an annual report which sunms up
substantial results.

Specific topics of interest from the action plan are nornally
handled by working groups. At the nonent the nenbers of the
. Standing Committee, are involved in various projects of the section
itself and in projects in cooperation with other sections of the
Di vision of Bibliographic Control. This cooperation can be regarded
as excellent as well as the cooperation with the Section on
Information and Technol ogy and the Section on National Libraries.

The Section on Bi bl i ography deal t attentively with t he
recommendations and results of the International Conference on
Nati onal Bibliographic Services (INCBS). The work showed main points
of concern which should be pursued and pronoted. Unfortunately the

status of the proceedings of this conference are still not quite
clear, we wll keep you informed when they are about to be
publ i shed.

As promi sed in Jerusalemthe final version of the Quidelines for
Legal Deposit is now available electronically. The file was too
large to attach to this newsletter. However, the Guidelines are on

| FLANET at http://ww.ifla.org/VI1/sl/gnl/legal depl. ht m

These Qui deli nes are published by Unesco and appear on Unesco's
website. A printed version of the docunent will be available shortly
fromUnesco and it will also be translated into several of the other
Unesco | anguages.

A small working group was conmmissioned to 1) identify national
bi bl i ographi c agenci es whi ch conply efficiently W th t he
reconmendations of the ICNBS and 2) to list bibliographies which
could be nore efficient if produced in greater conpliance with the
reconmendati ons. An additional reason is to show ways to use given
resources nore efficiently by voluntary cooperation. The project is
funded by the IFLA this year. The prelimnary report conpiled for
the Jerusalem conference is available online. Results should serve
as the basis for a workshop next year.

Menbers of the section together with menbers from the Sections on
Cataloging and National Libraries are involved in the project
, Functi onal Requi rement s for Bi bl i ogr aphic Records,
(http://www. ifla.org/VII/s13/frbr/frbr.htm) in order to produce an
assi stance which describes miniml standards for a basic record in a
nati onal bibliographic service.

The action plan for 2000-2001 of the Section on Bibliography
describes further tasks in other areas of interest: For exanple the
devel opment of a strategy in order to suggest cooperative use of
nmet adata for electronic publications by publishers; the set up of a
working group (together with the Section on Cdassification and
I ndexi ng) which makes a survey of ,subject gateways,; to devel op




gui delines which help national bibliographic agencies in their

deci si ons whi ch el ectronic resour ces to record in their
bi bl i ographi es. The standing conmittee decided to review and, if
necessary, to readjust two earlier surveys in this field - Ross

Bourne’s ,National Bibliographic Agencies and the Book Trade, and
Robert Holley's ,Results of a Survey on Bibliographic Control and
Nat i onal Bi bl i ography, .

Furt her Pl anni ng

From the fields of interest described the topics for the next
conferences result alnost automatically. Therefore the section wll
again try to organize a workshop dealing with the subject described
above in addition to the ,Open Foruni. It is intended to incorporate
additional topics like multilingual dictionaries or problens of
gl obal publishing into the working programe.

To sum it up it is very well justified to say that the Jerusalem
conference was quite successful from the section's point of view
Unfortunately alnost all work is done by the nenbers of the
"Standing Committee,. It would be quite desirable if the other 111

menbers of the section would participate in the section's activities
nore lively. Especially with regard to the definition of new areas
of interest it is necessary to have rel evant feedback of colleagues.
If somebody is interested to take a nore active part the next year
offers good opportunities. There will be rotational elections for
the ,Standing Committee, in 2001 with the German representative
leaving the committee after eight years according to the statute.
Particulars on the nom nation process can be obtained fromthe chair
of the national |FLA-conmmttee.

Preparation for 2001 | FLA Conference in Boston

Pl ans are advancing in preparation for the Section's Open Forum and
Wirkshop to be held in conjunction with the 2001 I FLA Conference in
Boston. W expect both events to be of great professional interest
and nerit and urge you to plan to attending them The Open Forumis
based on the thene "Bibliography: indispensable or redundant".
Three of the planned presentations will provide an opportunity to
ook to the future in relation to the challenges of new technol ogy
and publication patterns as well as to the value to Preserving
traditional services. Mchael Gorman, dean of |Ilibrary services,
California State University, Fresno and renown speaker w |l address
the topic "Bibliographic control or chaos: an agenda for national
bi bl i ographic services in the 21st century." Reinhard Ri nn, head of
the Departnment on Descriptive Catal oguing, Die Deutsche Bibliothek,
will cover the increasingly inportant topic of "d obal publishing
and national heritage: selection of internet resources for national
bi bl i ogr aphi es". John Celli, <chief, CP Division, Library of
Congress, will describe a recent R&D initiative in his presentation
on "The New Books Project: a prototype for re-inventing the
Cat al ogui ng-i n-Publication programto neet the needs for publishers,
libraries, and readers in the 21st century." In addition to these
speakers, a representative from the National Library of Canada will



speak to the recent anniversary of Canadiana in a talk entitled "The
Canadi an national bibliography: 50 years of continuity and change."

The Section will also sponsor a hal f-day workshop on the thenme "Wat
makes a good national bibliography even better? :current situation

and future prospects.” Barbara Bell, governnent information
librarian, College of Woster, Chio, and Anne M Hasund Langball e,
Nasj onal bi bl i ot eket, Norway, wll summarize the results of the

i nvestigation they undertook at the Section's request to exam ne
national bibliographies in relation to the criteria recommended by
the International Conference on National Bibliographic Services
(1998). They will i ntroduce issues of general interest, in
particular covering the energence of national bibliographies in
el ectronic versions. Oher speakers are being identified to cover
addi ti onal perspectives of this inportant topic by way of
stinmul ati ng exchanges of viewpoints, which is the purpose of the
wor kshop fornmat. More information regarding the Workshop will be
available in the Section's next Newsletter.

Initial preparations for 2002 | FLA Conference in Gd asgow

The Section wll try to organize a workshop at the @ asgow
conference in 2002 on the cooperation between the book trade and
nati onal bibliographic agencies with T. Huey's study to be the mgjor
focal point. Ue Schwens who is expected to becone a new Standing
Commttee nenber from the Deutsche Bibliothek nay be able to
contribute. As for the open forum E. Mrtonmaa asked that national
archives be included in the program A paper on the Section’s next
Medi um Term Programme might also be appropriate. A local paper as
usual wll be invited. Anot her topic to consider would be subject
gateways and alternative search strategies on the Internet in
relation to their potential functionality as ”bibliographies”, based
on the findings of the Joint Wrrking Goup nentioned above (in
relation to action plan itens 4.2 and 5.1).

El ection in 2001

The next year 2001 will be again an election year within | FLA. This
not only for officers but also for Standing Conmittee nenbers.
Pl ease be aware that for those of you whose election period ends in
2001 nomnations for the new election period nust be given till
spring 2001.

Contributions to this Newsletter are welcone at any tine. Please
send news itens, articles, comments to the Editor.

Further enquiries about this newsletter should be addressed to the
Chairman at the Universitéatsbibliothek Stuttgart, Postfach 10 49 41,
70043 Stuttgart, BRD

e-mai |l : Werner. St ephan@b. uni -stuttgart. de




Web i nformati on about the Section appears at
http://iflanet@fla.org/VII/s12/sb. htm
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