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[ ntrodurctLon

- Thank yow for the kind vwitation.

- Dutinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

- I+ & anv honowr to- lhave been asked to- speak to- yow Hly
ofternoon ow the topie of “Librovies and Hie Furst Nations
People of Canada’’

- | intfend to- make He point Hrat Ubrores and books comn



transform Linves, but too- many segments of society, especially
aborigunal people, do- not have access to- Hhem. And wien
governmenty will not or cannot act; thew el sotiety caw step
wp to- fFUL the gaps.

The Civddwren

- My foens will be on the chhildiren

- Pl Like to- stourt by asking a question.

- What do- we woant for owr chuildren?

- Tumotivy Gartone Ashv i Hhe Toronto- Globhe and Mail of July
4, 2008.

- 1 want my children to- live ot least as freely as | haae, v
o free coundry, and | wont as many people as possible v
otiver countries to- be ay free ay they can be. That requines not

Just tradutional el and political Wiperties burt also-some



bagic conditfiony of personal, legal and economic securdty,
and Uife chances based on education and equal
200 Heg’

Libraries are key to- helping  indivtdunaly aciiese tiese goals

- They provide accessy to- books, periodicals, Hhe internet and
other sources of nformation for personal development, for
education and  for the acquisition of skills.

- They help form good citizens of ones cowntry and of tie
wor Lo

Power of Books

- And to- wirat v due iy travsformaetive power?
- Reading g an act of self discovery.

-  Reading allows yow to- learn Hhe language of yowrself



- Reading expands yowr consciousness.

- Reading allows yow to- go- beyond Hre bordery of your
el

- Reading wokes yoww np

- Reading, i the wonderful  words of Mark  Edwmunsgton
tHe writer, takesy yow from a worldh of harsh Lbmity  Lndfo-
- Reading i mague

- Sadly in many developing covntries most childuren do- not
howe access to- books ool Ubraries, let alone to- e guality
of schooling we take for granted un wealthvy couwntries

- And evenw U these so—called deneloped cowntries, equal
access does not exast

- ln Canada, we are prowd, and justiflaply so, of our



- The Toronto- Public Librory for example s e second
busiest i tie world after Singapore

Aboriginal Peoples

- But even v Canada, there are growps that do- not benefit

- And aboriginal Canadiony top Hrat List

- And aboriginal people seem to- be the excluded everywirere
ovround Hre worlod

- They were the people pushed aside un the period of
Ewropean exploroation and colonization over the past fouur
huwndared. years

- They are the people i Canada, He United Stotes,
Awstrolio, Loatin America wiro- are ot the bottom of He social

economic ladder



- At times i history, the dominant settler soclety seems to-
hawe doupted Hiot they were fully huwmain

- | found iy hard to- believe uwntl | travelled un o Sowtiv
American country ag a young duplomat some forty yeary ago
and discovered Hat settlers un a certoin area wirere hauunting
aboriginal people fov spovt; ay if they were anumaly

- Those days Hhankfully are long over

- But not enoughv iy being done anywirere to- gve them equal
access to- Ubraries and unformation techunology

Conada’y Aborigunal peoplesy

- Thaee growps

- Furst Nationy ( regustered [noians)

- Metisy

- lnuit (USA - Eskimo)



Popuwlation - 1.2 mullion

Fastest growing sector of population - wp 45% sunce 1996
First Notions People

- some 700,000

- Half on reserve half un wrbon aveas

- 640 reserves ov Furst Nation communities
Goodl news

- small but vibrant middle class

- dottory, lawyers, teachers, professional people
- pride n heritage

- cltwral renaissonce

Bad news

- owtweighy tire goodl

- Greatest domestic social justice crisis facing Canada



- Under Huwman Development lndeyx, Canada ranks number
eight bt Furst Notlons commumnities or reserves ronk 68
- Lowest Leavely of eduncational achievement of any Canadion
grovp-
- 28 yeary to- cottiv up
- sudcide levely twice natlonal average and (s largely among
the young
- More people un jaul Hran v college or wninversity
- fenw percent of all Flrst Nationy childiren in cave of child
welfare aunthvorities (22 ,000)

- Swpect simllar statustices for Native Americany un the
United States and aborigunes i Awstralia
Wiwy?

- conguest



- neglect
- Raciusm

- Kafkaesque governance

Residential sehools

- sotial engneering

- late 19t century to- late 20t

- 150,000 removed by force

- teny of thousandy died Udness ano malimntriton

- beatingy, sexumnal abuse

- sothal covsequencey: raused as orpihany, lost cvlture and
languages, dysfunction cascaded down tHuwough Hhe yeary

- 19603/ 1970y sweep of chuildiren

Personal Story

- | grew~ wpr uv anothver era un Canada, un the 1940y and.



10

13508 n a small village un Central Ontario

- My motiver way Furst Nation Canadion from a small reserve

- My fathrer was wihite man from a nelghpouring town.

- | am a member of my mother’s flrst nation. And Hiat s

most important for my sense of wiro- | am

- Nelther of my pavents had much i the way of education.

Grode four at thhe most

- My fativer wos a poorly paid day labouwrer

- Owr furst home un Hre village way tent one waste land near

the vllage duwmp

- Later we moved to- an old abpandoned houwse witiv slanting

floors, broken windows witihvout electricity or ndoor

plumbing
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- My family was ot Hre bottom of the social economic scale of
o dasy conseience village

- Flrst Nation people were subject to- much diserimination
andl did not have Hhe same rights as other Canadians un those
years

- They did not have tihe right to- vote untll 1960, even thougih
Hrowsandy of Hem signed up and fought in Canada’s wors

- Whewn | furst went to- sehool, | was called racist names

- My family expected tHhat | would obtoin a rudimentary
education as they had and live the Life of an wnskilled
labowrer

—- That'y wihen Ubrories and books came to- my rescune

- | learned to- read from comic books

- | Hhen visifed Hhe small village Whrary and was welcomed
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by the Wbrarian

- My Ufe changed forever

- Books allowed me to- diream and to- erwisage a Uife otiver Hian
that of a day labowrer and owtside thve village

- | found that | began to- do- well un sehool

- | was able to- take adwvantoge of opportunities that came
along

- | had a siwmmer jobp working on He growndy of o wealtivy
Ameriwcon cottoger

- One day, wnexpectedly, he told me he way going to-
wnolerwriute the costy of university for me

- After graduation i tie early sixties , | set owt fo- see the
marvellows world | hhad encowntered un books and trowelled un

Ewrope oy o backpacker
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- | was hooked: And returned to- jon tie Canadian foreign
service and served for move Hian Huirty fve yeary on all six
habpitable continents

Engagement of Civl Sotiety

- Committed believer v power of books and Ubrovies

- Whew | retured from tire foreigmw service  and become
Liewtenant Governor of Ontarrio, mohilized cil society fo-
bring themw to- Flrst Nationy people of nortivern Ontorio

- Most olated part of province.

- FUfty thowsand native people un area Hre size of France

- Suicide epldemic for 25 yeary among youwtn

- nohope

- many sehools full of movdd

- Whraries witivout books
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~thuree Leaely of government clasiving witiv each otiver

- lower funding provided to- Frst Nations tHhaw fo- otiver

Conodions

- collected over two- million  fo- provide books un two- drives

andl delivered to- communities

- established book chub for all  childwen age five to-twelve in

remote fly-un commumnities

- fwuruned 130 natwe sehooly witv non—natie seirools

- established 39 Liferacy suwmumer camps

- estaplisihed aboriginal literary awords for shhort stories and

poems for aporigunal children age suw to- eighteen

- working witiv current Liewtenant Governor to- provide

greater occess to- computers

- Heartening to- visit schooly to- see chhildiren borrowing books
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Conclusion
- When governmentsy cannot or will not provide Ubraries and
books to- the marginalised n society, we can do- U ourselyes
- Lessony for helping othver margunal growps un owr societies:
eg. homeless, prison populations, ethumic minorities in big

- Lessony for helping aboriginal peoples unv otiver couwntries?



