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ABSTRACT

In the recent years much discussions and initiatives are taken in the area of open access. Open
access, a philosophy facilitates availability and distribution of scholarly communication freely,
as a means to solve the problem of inaccessibility primarily due to financial constraint
particularly in the context of developing countries. Many scholarly literature are freely
accessible now without any hindrance. Open access endeavours to reduce barriers to scholarly
communication. The open access literature available in various forms like open access archives,
institutional repositories, open access journals and off late open courseware. The availability of
open source software has accelerated this development. In India, various open access initiatives
have been undertaken and are operational. Some more are in developmental stage. This paper
discusses various such initiatives in India. Some initiatives have also been taken in the area of
metadata harvesting services. Gradually, there has been a realization of the usefulness of the
open access by various institutions particularly, the public funded ones. The future of open
access in India is dependent upon a proper policy and a framework. In the implementation of
open access LIS professionals should play a pro-active role in the growth of collection in the
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institutional repositories. The paper provides information about the present state of open access
Literature by various institutions of the country.

INTRODUCTION

The desire for publishing the results of research particularly in science and technology is an age-
old tradition. Thus, over the years, the number of journals has increased both in volume and
variety. This, on one hand, has led to the exponential growth of scholarly literature, on the other
hand, it has put severe hindrance on their accessibility. The libraries, particularly in developing
countries, are vexed with the problems of escalating cost and shrinking fund to provide access to
literature and act as a true partner of research. Though the scientists and scholars are
communicating the fruits of their research through scholarly journals, all are not available to
many, if not all. There is a growing concern now to make the public funded research available to
wider cross sections of people so that its benefits reach to the society in general. To augment the
accessibility of information, an array of initiatives have been taken by Libraries through resource
sharing of literature in the form of library consortium, library networks, and so on. But all those
initiatives could only bring the limited access of literature to the researchers. The access to
printed literature in libraries is slowly becoming non-attractive.

The development of technology (Internet) has brought enormous opportunity to bring the results
of research primarily to all through digital communication — anyone, anywhere and any time.
The impact of convergence of tradition and technology brings the facility of accessing
information conveniently and instantaneously. Lawrence says, “Scientists now have almost
instant access to large and rapidly increasing amount of information that previously trips to the
library, inter-library loan delay or substantial effort in locating the source” [7]. Although it is
now possible to have free access to significant amount of literature on the Web, still significant
amount of research is not available freely. The reasons may be many — the non availability of all
high impact journals on the web freely, at the same time — the researchers’ preference to publish
in high impact (peer reviewed) journal, the impediment of subscription price to have access to
journals by individuals etc. Here comes the importance of open access, where onus of making
available is more on the individuals and institutions in contrast to the earlier model of the
dissemination through formal publishing channel.

Open access literatures are available in open access journals, institutional repositories, subject
repositories, digital archives, and so on. Another service has gained momentum after
establishment of different institutional repositories or open access archives is the metadata
harvester. Metadata harvester indexes or harvests metadata from different open access archives
and open access journals. The open access idea has now expanded to the area of learning
resources - Open Courseware (OCW).

For the developing world, open access movement has come as a boon. The developed world
consists of information rich countries, enterprises and organizations. These enterprises control
over the valuable information resources. For example, most top ranked peer reviewed journals in
STM (science, technology and medicine) areas are published by the publishers of developed
world. Major secondary database publishers also belong to developed countries. The developing
world is at the critical junctions where the development of technologies, economics and















Table 1: Institutional Repositories in India

Name Host Institution URL No. of Types of Documents Software
Items Used
(ason
01/03/2
006)
Librarian’s Digital Documentation Research & https://drtc.isibang.ac.in/ 236 Research Papers, Articles, | DSpace
Library (LDL) Training Centre (DRTC) Reports, etc.
DSpace at GBPUAT | G.B. Pant University of http://202.141.116.205/dspac | 82 Research Papers, Articles, | DSpace
University Agriculture & Technology e/ Reports, Thesis, etc.
1A Repository Indian Institute of Astrophysics http://prints.iiap.res.in/ 725 Research Papers, Articles, | DSpace
Reports, Thesis, etc.
EPrints@I11TA Indian Institute of Information http://eprints.iiita.ac.in/ 22 Research Papers, Articles, | EPrints
Technology, Allahabad Reports, etc.
DSpace@IIMK Indian Institute of Management, http://dspace.iimk.ac.in/ 133 Research Papers, Articles, | DSpace
Kozhikode (1IMK) Reports, etc.
EPrints@1IMK Indian Institute of Management, http://eprints.iimk.ac.in/ 25 Research Papers, Articles, | EPrints
Kozhikode (1IMK) Reports, etc.
EPrints@11SC Indian Institute of Science (IISC) | http://eprints.iisc.ernet.in/ 3645 Research Papers, Articles, | EPrints
Reports, etc.

ETD@IISc Indian Institute of Science (1ISC) | http://etd.ncsi.iisc.ernet.in/ 153 Theses & Dissertations DSpace
EPrints@!1TD Indian Institute of Technology, http://eprint.iitd.ac.in/dspace/ | 1296 Research Papers, Articles, | DSpace
Delhi (IITD) Reports, etc.

DSpace at INSA Indian National Science Academy | http://61.16.154.195/dspace/ | 818 Conference Papers, DSpace

(INSA) Acrticles, Reports, etc.
(Metadata only)
ISI Library, Indian Statistical Institute, http://library.isibang.ac.in:80 | 10 Research Papers, Articles, | DSpace
Bangalore Bangalore 80/dspace/ Reports, etc.
DSpace at INFLIBNET http://dspace.inflibnet.ac.in 428 Research Papers, Articles, | DSpace
INFLIBNET Reports, etc.
NAL Institutional National Aerospace Laboratories | http://nal-ir.nal.res.in/ 418 Research Papers, Articles, | EPrints
Repository (NAL) Reports, etc.
DSpace at NCRA National Centre for Radio http://ncralib.ncra.tifr.res.in/ | 22 Research Papers, Articles, | DSpace
Astrophysics dspace/ Reports, Thesis, etc.
EPrints at NCL National Chemical Laboratory http://dspace.ncl.res.in/ 290 Theses, Research Papers, DSpace
(NCL) Articles, Reports, etc.
OpenMED@NIC National Informatics Centre http://openmed.nic.in/ 1035 Research Papers, Articles, | EPrints
(NIC) Reports, etc.
Digital Repository National Institute of http://drs.nio.org/drs/ 55 Journal articles, DSpace
Service of NIO Oceanography conference proceeding
articles, Technical reports,
thesis, dissertations, etc
Dspace@NITR National Institute of Technology, | http://dspace.nitrkl.ac.in/dsp | 223 Theses, Research Papers, DSpace
Rourkela ace/ Articles, Reports, etc.
Digital Repository of | Raman Research Institute http://dspace.rri.res.in/ 1064 Research Papers, Articles, | DSpace
RRI Reports, Thesis, etc.
Vidyanidhi University of Mysore http://www.vidyanidhi.org.in | 1835 Theses & Dissertations DSpace

/



https://drtc.isibang.ac.in/
http://202.141.116.205/dspac
http://prints.iiap.res.in/
http://eprints.iiita.ac.in/
http://dspace.iimk.ac.in/
http://eprints.iimk.ac.in/
http://eprints.iisc.ernet.in/
http://etd.ncsi.iisc.ernet.in/
http://eprint.iitd.ac.in/dspace/
http://61.16.154.195/dspace/
http://library.isibang.ac.in:80
http://dspace.inflibnet.ac.in
http://nal-ir.nal.res.in/
http://ncralib.ncra.tifr.res.in/
http://dspace.ncl.res.in/
http://openmed.nic.in/
http://drs.nio.org/drs/
http://dspace.nitrkl.ac.in/dsp
http://dspace.rri.res.in/
http://www.vidyanidhi.org.in



http://sankhya.isical.ac.in
http://www.epw.org.in/



http://www.insa.ac.in/
http://medind.nic.in/
http://www.indianjournals.com



http://medind.nic.in












http://drtc.isibang.ac.in/sdl/
http://61.16.154.195/harvester/
http://144.16.72.144/harvester/
http://eprint.iitd.ac.in/seed/












http://www.arl.org/scomm/open_access/Framing_Issue_May04.pdf
http://www.zim.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/berlin_declaration.pdf
http://www.soros.org/openaccess/read.shtml
http://tdil.mit.gov.in/apr_2005.htm
http://www.knowledgecommission.org/focusareasPage.aspx
http://osf.nic.in/openSourceSite/Members/sukhi/OSSRC
http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue31/eprint-archives/
http://www.dl.csdms.in/marmag06/upfront.asp










